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MISSION STATEMENT
To provide comprehensive, family-centered, social, 
educational, and behavioral health services that 
encourage children, adolescents, and their families to 
lead self-reliant, stable, and productive lives. 

For more than a century, Vista Del Mar Child and 
Family Services has served the changing needs of 
our community by providing high-quality, therapeutic 
treatment programs to generations of children and 
their families. Today, Vista offers a comprehensive 
range of social and psychological services that 

includes residential treatment, individual and family 
counseling, educational and vocational services, early 
childhood intervention, domestic and international 
adoption, state-of-the-art programs for children on the 
autism spectrum, and transitional programming for 
youth 18- 22 years of age. 

With highly respected professionals and hundreds of 
passionate and committed volunteers, Vista Del Mar 
Child and Family Services is richer for its blending 
over the years. 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
CHAIR + CEO
Dear Friends,
 
When we look back over the last year, 
it is with wonder that we recognize the 
continued relevance that Vista Del Mar 
has had over the last 109 years improving 
the lives of children and families.  How has 
Vista remained relevant, the answer is our 
people; volunteer leaders, employees, 
donors and supporters all of whom are 
deeply committed to our mission and 
values.  We are also reminded of the loss of two very special women who were leaders at Vista, Terry Bell 
and Carolyn Siegel.  

Terry was involved with Vista for over 58 years, she was president of two auxiliary groups, and board chair in 
1994 for three years.  Her judgement and wisdom were highly respected and valued.  She was an integral 
part of our agency – always the go to person whenever advice was needed.   Terry was an exceptional 
woman, who exemplified a legacy of love, dedication, and true volunteerism - a beautiful example of how to 
live life.  

Carolyn was passionate about Vista and was affiliated with the agency for over 25 years.  First as an 
employee in the Executive Office and upon her retirement continued her involvement as a volunteer serving 
as president of two auxiliary groups and a Board Member.  In addition, she served as a relationship mentor 
to one of our residents, which became the highlight of Carolyn’s career at Vista.  

Each of these remarkable women were honored as Vista’s Women of Excellence.  We will miss them.  
With our vital supporters. Vista has endeavored to assure safety, permanency and well-being for the 
children and families of our community.  To achieve our goals, we offer an array of services including early 
intervention, counseling, education, and intensive treatment services, Wraparound, and residential care. 
Our goals are to strengthen families, prevent abuse and neglect, protect and support children who have 
experienced trauma and ensure that every child and youth has a permanent family or family connection.  
We strive to effectively change not only people’s lives but more broadly the systems and policies that define 
our work.

Your devotion enhances our programs and adds an irreplaceable dimension of richness and warmth to 
everything Vista does.  Every donor, volunteer, mentor, staff and Board member is involved because they 
want to make a difference and in some way help children who have few options.  We thank you for making a 
difference. After all, our momentum begins with you.
With sincere appreciation,

Laurie Konheim     Nancy Tallerino, LCSW
Chair, Board of Directors    President/Chief Executive Officer
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hile other kids were busy playing house with 
their siblings, Jennifer Bliss and her little brothers 
played orphanage. “I didn’t know it was something 
everybody didn’t play,” she reflects. Something in 
Jennifer was always attuned to the plight of children 

in need, especially those without families of their own. “At eight, I 
told my parents that all my Hanukkah gifts should be donated to 
kids in need. I think I popped out of the womb a social worker.” 

Jennifer Bliss, 
PsyD, MSW, 
LCSW, has 
dedicated her 
life to adoption 
education and 
advocacy. An 
experienced 
clinical therapist, 
Dr. Bliss spent 
ten years as 
the associate 

counseling director for a national adoption agency before coming 
to Vista Del Mar, where she recently stepped in as Director of 
Adoptions and Foster Care. 

Dr. Bliss received her bachelor’s degrees in psychology and 
education from the University of Southern California and went on 
to earn her MSW from UCLA and finally her doctorate in clinical 
psychology from Ryokan College. Early in her career, Jennifer 
worked with the Department of Children and Family Services  as a 

family maintenance and reunification social worker. “The job was 
stressful,” she recalls, “but I loved it. I worked with all different 
types of families, integrating clinical practice into my case 
management.” 

In 2004, Dr. Bliss joined a major adoption agency as an open 
adoption counselor and later served as the organization’s clinical 
director. In her new role at Vista, Dr. Bliss oversees three programs 
focused on child welfare and permanency: domestic infant 
adoption, international adoption, and foster care.

As a clinician and educator, Jennifer has developed a deep respect 
for all members of the adoption triad: birth parents, adoptive 
parents and child. She started her career working directly with 
birth parents, and found herself in deep admiration for the 
women choosing this very difficult path. Every day, she saw birth 
mothers who were willing to break their own hearts to make 
a better plan for their children’s lives. Rather than abdicating 
responsibility, Jennifer sees placing a child for adoption as one of 
the greatest and most challenging acts of nurture and love.

There will always be children who need permanent loving homes, 
whether they be international, in your zip code, the next town 
over, or children who have yet to be born. There will always be 
a need for stable loving families who have an open heart and are 
willing to join us as partners to find them the child always meant 
to be theirs. “That is what makes Vista’s adoption programs so 
crucial,” Dr. Bliss notes. “At Vista, we’re carrying out our mission 
in the most ethical way, with people who love what they do 
and are dedicated to the mission of our department and to the 
organization as a whole.”

STEPPING INTOSTEPPING INTO
W

JENNIFER
BLISS

DIRECTOR  OF ADOPTIONS &
FOSTER CARE 
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eople spend their entire lives searching for meaning 
and purpose, but Alina Vega, Director of Home-
SAFE at Vista, knew hers early on. “I always knew 
I wanted to work with families,” she says. “If you 
look at my eighth-grade yearbook, I’m quoted say-
ing that I want to be a therapist.” 

Home-SAFE is a division of Vista Del Mar that 
offers early intervention and clinical services to young children 
and their families. Its programs include child care, counseling, 
parent education, child development guidance, mental health, 
and family support services.

Alina is both passionate and empathetic, traits perfectly suited to 
working with families in her new role as director, a position she 
took over in January. 

At first, her new job was daunting. “I had some pretty big shoes 
to fill. The previous director was here for 30-some years, and she 
really gave it a strong foundation. This is a very well-respected 
program in the community, and I don’t take the responsibility 
lightly,” Alina says. 

A therapist by trade, Alina started off in her twenties working in 
the psychiatric unit of a hospital in Miami with young children. 
“It was an amazing gift for me, because while I was getting my 
master’s degree, I got to see what mental health really looks like 
in the community.”

The work was challenging, and Alina believed if she could handle 
the psychiatric unit, she could tackle anything. “It set the stage 
for me,” she says. Later, Alina worked in foster care and in Chi-
cago as a family therapist, sometimes seeing 8 to 10 people in a 
room at a time.  

Toward the end of her time in Chicago, Alina had a revela-
tion that would eventually lead her to working in early inter-
vention. “I was working with a lot of young clients that had 
experienced sexual abuse, often under the age of five years 
old. And I thought there had to be a way to stop it before it 
happens,” she says. “So I really shifted my focus into looking 
for work where I could make an impact before the trauma 
took place, and early intervention is the place to be for that.” 

Around 10 years ago, Alina took 
a job at Home-SAFE running 
a school-readiness program. “It 
was a beautiful program because 
we had families who had pretty 
much just arrived in L.A. Coun-
ty, and we were able to totally 
wrap them with services and get 
them ready for school.”

After moving back to Florida 
for some time, Alina returned to 
Los Angeles in January to head up Home-SAFE. “It’s a very 
exciting time, because we have the opportunity to sharpen 
our mission and our vision. Fresh eyes are always going to 
have the impact of moving things in new and different direc-
tions.”

For Alina, the end goal is to open doors for the children they 
serve. “The difference we make in the lives of those under 
three is so important. We want to make sure our children are 
ready for kindergarten--and beyond.” 

 THE SPOTLIGHT THE SPOTLIGHT

P
ALINA
VEGA

DIRECTOR OF
HOME-SAFE
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Given the many challenges associated with 
adolescent development and the ever-changing 
labor market, our youth, particularly those 
with special needs, require extra guidance with 
career development.

In 1981, the California Department of Education completed 
a two-year study of vocational programs for students with 
disabilities. The results of the study were grim - students were 
not being adequately prepared for the labor market. To deal with 
the issue, Workability 1 was established. The program provides 
funding to organizations that help students gain work experience 
and successfully transition into adult life. 

Corye Dickerson has been Vista’s Workability 1 Program 
Coordinator since 2002. She works one-on-one with students in 
order to guide them into a career and empower them with self-
advocacy and self-awareness. Many of Dickerson’s students, having 
been labeled with a disability, struggle to find the confidence to 
go out into the world. “My students worry about what they’re 
going to do after high school - ‘what am I going to do? How 
can I handle a job?’ With Workability, we give students the 

opportunity to go into jobs in 
their communities and have 
that experience of how it really 
is in the real world,” Dickerson 
explains.   

Mo, one of Dickerson’s former 
students, is an example of 
the power of career guidance. 
Once a residential student at 
Vista battling a major drug 
problem, Mo is now a thriving 
high school graduate and a 
productive member of the 
workforce. 

“I just got my diploma on 
Friday,” Mo excitedly declares 
as he enters Dickerson’s office 
to be interviewed for this piece. 
To Dickerson, students like 
Mo are the reason she’s in this 
line of work. “The journey was 

long and rough,” Mo recounts. 
“I came here in ninth grade 
because I got kicked out of 
my other school for causing 
too many lockdowns. I was a 
danger to others back then - I 
had little razor blades in my 
backpack. I lived in the hood so 
you never knew when you you 
might need to protect yourself. 
In under two months I caused 
fourteen lockdowns.”

When Mo first arrived at Vista, 
he scoped out the campus for 
the best escape routes, and 
by his second semester, old 
patterns were resurfacing. In 
tenth grade, Mo was referred 
to Dickerson, who encouraged 
him to stay in class and start 
considering career options. 
Despite Mo’s behavioral issues 

WORKING 
ON A 

DREAM
VISTA DEL MAR’S 

WORKABILITY PROGRAM
By Greg Kestenbaum
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and trouble with the law, 
Dickerson saw in front of her a 
kid with a huge heart - and the 
will to go places. 

Mo soon got a job at Party 
City, one of Vista’s many retail 
partners. When he completed 
his allotted number of hours at 
Party City, Mo was left without 
a job and soon relapsed on 
drugs. Dickerson eventually 
secured Mo a job at 
Footaction, an athletic shoe 
retailer, where Mo is now a 
top sales associate. Through 
the lessons that he learned at 
Vista and from Dickerson, 
Mo got his life back on track 
and graduated with flying 
colors from high school. 

Recently, Mo was awarded 
Employee of the Month at 
Footaction. He takes three 
buses to get to work on time 
every day. Today, Mo radiates 
confidence, is a picture of 
passion, will, and persistence. 
It is a testament to the 
importance of career guidance. 

--

After working with Dickerson 
to secure internships in the 9th 
and 10th grades, students come 
to Channa Shriki, Vista’s Career 
Transition Counselor. Shriki 
has been ushering adolescents 
through the tough process of 
becoming an adult for over 25 
years. Working primarily with 
11th and 12th graders, Shriki 
runs transition workshops 
for the students, takes them 
on field trips to colleges and 
trade schools, and helps 
them develop plans for the 

future. “High school is a time 
of change,” Shriki explains, “so 
students are constantly coming 
up with different things they 
want do; that’s why I take 
them out in the community, to 
explore opportunities that they 
might not have explored. I talk 
to them about going after their 
own interests, and not letting 
the obstacles stop them.”

And the obstacles are 
numerous. The students Shriki 
counsels are confronted with 
the uncertainty of graduating 
from high school; they often 
fear that their disabilities 
will stop them from having a 

fulfilling life. “We’re 
dealing with kids 

that don’t 
have a 

lot of support, so we are their 
support. We are the ones that 
take them out there and make 
it happen. They might have 
been told, ‘You’re never going 
to go to college,’” Shriki says. 
But in her last graduating class, 
the majority of students will be 
going to community college, 
and most already have jobs. 
“I’ve communicated with the 

12th graders that college is a 
place where you can experience 
life and grow, and that’s why 
many of them want to go down 
that path.” 

Employment is critical in 
teaching high schoolers 
responsibility. “It teaches 
students a lot of skills they will 
need to function out there. We 
also work on teaching them 
how to save, so we talk about 
bank accounts. For those that 
aren’t going to college, I try 
to get them to a trade school 
so they can earn a certificate, 
whether in locksmithing, 
cosmetology, or the culinary 
arts.” Shriki is an encyclopedia 
of employment and career 

“SOME OF OUR GRADUATES 
EVEN HAVE MASTER’S DEGREES 

OR DOCTORATES. ONE OF 
MY FIRST STUDENTS HERE AT 
VISTA RECEIVED HIS PHD IN 
PSYCHOLOGY AND WORKS 
IN RESEARCH. HE’S ON THE 

AUTISM SPECTRUM, AND THAT 
HASN’T STOPPED HIM.” 

information, and plays a 
fundamental role in making 
sure that there’s a plan in place 
for each student leaving Vista. 

“Some of our graduates even 
have master’s degrees or 
doctorates. One of my first 
students here at Vista received 
his PhD in psychology and 
works in research. He’s on the 
autism spectrum, and that 
hasn’t stopped him. We always 
knew he was extremely bright - 
we just had to work on getting 
through the social issues. He 
made it.” 

Shriki and Dickerson see things 
in their students that the rest 
of society doesn’t. “I think that 
the key is to let them know 
that they can be successful. 
That they can do whatever they 
want. To use their strengths 
and not their weaknesses. Our 
students can go out there and 
become whatever they set their 
minds to.” 
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veryone knows that exercise is good for you. It helps to 
improve strength and endurance, builds healthy bones 
and muscles, controls weight, and helps with blood 
pressure and cholesterol levels. But did you know that the 
benefits of exercise are even more pronounced for those 
with emotional and developmental challenges? According 

to several studies, children with Autism, PTSD or ADHD who exercise 
regularly show significant improvement of depressive symptoms, 
social-emotional functioning, cognition, attention, and quality of life.

That’s why, when Board Member Nancy Epstein and her husband 
Alan heard that the children in our residential program had requested 
some exercise equipment, they decided to act. But rather than simply 
donating equipment, they decided to build an entire fitness center in 
which to house it, too. They also enlisted an army of volunteers to get 
it done, including the good folks at TruAmerica Multifamily LLC, who 
designed the center, ARC Group USA, who did all of the renovation 
and construction, and Kelly Stone from Precor Commercial Fitness, 
who donated all of the equipment.

“Nancy and I were hoping to create a space where the kids could blow 
off steam, build confidence and self-esteem, and perhaps get a little 
healthier,” says Alan Epstein.  “We’re thrilled with the way the project 
came together, and grateful to all those who helped make it happen!”

The Nancy and Alan Epstein Family Fitness Center was officially 
opened at a ribbon-cutting ceremony on February 2, 2018. 

E
2

1. Vista Resident, Boomer Welles  2. Alan & Nancy Epstein, Lynn 
Owen & Tom Jackson from TruAmerica Multifamily LLC  
3. Nancy Epstein, Two Vista Alumni, Alan Epstein  4. Vista 
Resident trying the heavy bag    

1 3
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The 14th Annual Edna Reiss-Sophie Greenberg Chair 
and Conference held on Friday, January 19, 2018, 
honored Dr. Peter Fonagy, a pioneer in the field of child, 
adolescent and adult mental health. He has made major 
contributions to the understanding of attachment in 
young people and their parents, mentalization, theory and 
technique, on working therapeutically with adolescent 
Borderline Personality Disorder, and the effectiveness of 
evidence-based interventions. The conference was held 
at the Skirball Cultural Center and attended by over 300 
mental health professionals throughout Vista Del Mar 
and the Los Angeles community.

4
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On November 1, 2017, we cut the ribbon on two new playgrounds behind the 
Baron School building. Thanks to the generosity of Madeline Gussman and the 
Zwirn Family, we now have the Madeline & Marvin Gussman Family and Zwirn 
Family Playgrounds, respectively. These wonderful donors understand the 
importance of play for the development of each child. Each playground will be 
geared to a different age range and provide fun ways to learn while playing.  One of 
the new pieces of equipment we are most excited about is the water and sand table. 
Playing with water and sand, feeling it with your hands, and using little cups to 
measure and pour are tactile, hands-on experiences that just cannot be reproduced. 
This is just one example of how the proposed playgrounds will improve cognition 
and inspire creativity.  Our third playground is scheduled to be completed this year, 
thanks to 21st Century Fox. 

These new playgrounds are as critical to the teaching staff as the curriculum within a 
classroom.  Sometimes, adult success can start from something as simple as a swing 
set. We all believe that our children deserve the best possible chance for success.

1. Sandy Zwirn (far right) with her family

1

Caption
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On June 14, 2018, The Friends of Vista Del 
Mar’s annual Card Party / Game Day luncheon 

broke deck at the Luxe Sunset Hotel. The women 
enjoyed the day’s play of mah jongg, bridge, and 

canasta, which was preceded by a wonderful 
lunch and raffle. The event was chaired by Ruthe 

Newmann, Jill Goldstein and Jeanne Gerson.  

1. Sandy Zwirn (far right) with her family1. Peekie Schaefer enjoying a game of mah jongg with 
friends 2. Nancy Tallerino with event chairs Ruthe 
Newmann, Jeanne Gerson, & Jill Goldstein

1

caption

2



14   The View  | Fall 2018

By Greg Kestenbaum
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Francesco Luparello woke up on 
New Year’s Day four years ago 

with a feeling in his gut. “I want a 
baby,” he told his husband Rick, 

who thought Francesco had gone 
completely insane.

 “I was 49 at the time, and I thought if I’m going to do this, 
I’m going to do it so that a kid who’s already here will have an 
opportunity to thrive.”

Francesco and Rick enrolled in the Children’s Bureau and had 
just completed a year of training with the agency when they 
decided to visit their friends in Santa Barbara. While en route, 
the couple received the long-awaited call from the hospital: 
“There’s a baby available.” They turned around and raced to 
the hospital.

Children with medical complications are often the toughest 
to find homes for, but Francesco and Rick were unfazed. 
“Christopher was born as a drug child,” Francesco says. 
“He was premature at 28 weeks, and on alcohol, meth, and 
cigarettes.” Christopher had been in the NICU for four weeks 
when the couple arrived at the hospital. He would not be 
released until he was five pounds. “We were at the NICU 
every single day to spend time with him,” Francesco says. 
Francesco describes getting their new baby home as a 
harrowing experience. On the day that he was cleared to 
be released, Christopher’s birth mother showed up at the 
hospital. “We were terrified,” Francesco recalls. “I thought 
that as we were leaving they were going to try to steal him. 
We had a full nurse escort ushering us out of the NICU. I 
didn’t know anything about the woman or the situation.” 
Once they got home and were sure they weren’t being tailed, 
Francesco and Rick finally breathed sighs of relief. 
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After all the training Francesco and Rick had received and after 
spending that week with Christopher in the NICU, caring 
for their newborn was second nature. “It wasn’t that hard 
a transition,” Francesco recalls. “We were just developing a 
relationship with another human being.” That philosophy has 
guided the way Francesco and Rick have parented their child. 

Early intervention was swift, with weekly visits from Home-SAFE 
social workers and behavioral therapists. “At first it was like a 
whole bunch of strangers coming into my home, conducting tests 
and exams,” says Francesco. “But as we went through the process, 
the faces became familiar and it started to make sense.”

Christopher is now a thriving two-year-old, and despite some 
persistent behavioral issues, Francesco and Rick are confident 
that he is getting the services he needs. “He would have been lost 
without early intervention,” Francesco says. “My child is a product 
of all the services that have been provided to him. He was near 
death at birth and now he’s thriving. Through these programs, 
kids get a chance at life.” Francesco and Rick have even developed 
a relationship with Christopher’s birth mother, whom they are 
helping seek rehabilitation for drug use. 

In May, Francesco went to Washington D.C. with Zero to Three, 
an advocacy group championing the rights of children. There, he 
met with Senators Dianne Feinstein and Kamala Harris to discuss 
the health and welfare of babies and families. 

Francesco’s own story, of feeling like he didn’t belong due to his 
sexuality and status as an immigrant, has informed his desire to 
make sure that Christopher grows up comfortable with who he 
is - and Home-SAFE is helping him do just that. “Home-SAFE 
is incredible in that you never feel like you don’t belong. It adds 
a level of inclusion that you won’t find anywhere else. It unites 
human beings that are interested not only in the betterment of 
themselves and their children, but also the betterment of the 
world. It’s a really incredible place.”

Four years after that New Year’s Day revelation, Francesco and 
Rick couldn’t be happier. They both agree: “Christopher has done 
nothing but add to our lives in every possible way.” 

 “He would have 
been lost without 

early intervention,” 
Francesco says. “My 
child is a product of 
all the services that 
have been provided 
to him. He was near 
death at birth and 
now he’s thriving. 

Through these 
programs, kids get a 

chance at life.”
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On Sunday, January 7th, members of the Vista 
family came together at the world renowned 
Herb Alpert Vibrato Grill & Jazz Club to enjoy the 
song stylings of Billy Valentine and thank Herb 
& Lani Alpert and the Herb Alpert Foundation 
for endowing the Eden Alpert Therapeutic Music 
Program.  Another highlight of the evening was a 
performance by Vista’s Arts Enrichment students.  
A special thanks to Eden Alpert and the amazing 
staff at Vibrato for an unforgettable night.  

3

1 2

4

5

6 7

98

1. Michael Polier, Philip Stein, Lauren May, Boomer 
Welles  2. Dr. Irv & Mallory Sobel, Jill & Doug 
Friedman, Sherry & John West  3. Billy Valentine 
serenades the audience 4. Eden Alpert & Herb Alpert 
Presenting the Award to the Children  5. Vista music 
class horn section 6. Jill Friedman, Carolyn Siegel (z”l) 
7. Sherry Robbin, Laurie Konheim 8. Linda Delaney, 
Michael Gerson, Jeanne Gerson  9. Herb Alpert, Rona 
Sebastien, Eden Alpert, Mort Gleberman, Lani Alpert

Captions
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hey were hooked from the moment the singing 
started. Jessica and Daniel Flesh were sitting in the 
congregation of Sinai Temple one morning, when a 
group of students from Vista Del Mar’s Nes Gadol 
Program came to perform. “I was really moved by 
them,” says Jessie, “and I wanted to learn more 
about the Nes Gadol Program.” Nes Gadol is part 

of Vista Del Mar’s Jewish Life Program for children with Autism 
and other special needs. Led by Rabbi Jackie Redner, the program 
does more than simply teach Judaism; it maintains the tradition 
of Vista’s Jewish core values by creating an inclusive social and 
spiritual community for participating families that is nearly 
impossible to find elsewhere.

Jessie’s affinity for the program quickly led to a volunteer 
position with the program. “It’s an incredible group of kids, and 
it’s so great that Vista provides them with a hands-on experience 
with Jewish life,” says Jessie. “Rabbi Jackie is wonderful; she’s 
truly a special person and her passion for the program is so 
obvious.”

And the more Jessie learned about Vista, the more involved she 
wanted to be. “I got in touch with Naomi Salamon, who told 
me all about the Leadership Advisory Board (LAB).” LAB is 
Vista’s advisory board for professionals ages 25-45. It includes 
a comprehensive 10-month program designed to build future 
philanthropists for the Vista community and beyond. “I applied, 
and was accepted as a LAB fellow in 2017,” Jessie explains. “I 
just graduated, and am now helping to recruit the next class.”

T
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Daniel, meanwhile, supported and encouraged Jessie in her 
involvement at Vista, attending events and helping out at 
the Festival of Families, Vista’s sensory-friendly carnival, in 
2016. All in all a heart-warming story of family engagement, 
volunteerism, and giving back to the community, right?

But that’s only the beginning.

For the next part of the story we travel back in time and cross 
the Atlantic Ocean to Europe during World War II. Daniel’s 
grandparents were a couple named Ted and Hedy Orden. Both 
lived in Romania before the war, and both were sent by the 
Nazis to concentration camps during the Holocaust. Hedy 
even spent time at the most notorious of Hitler’s death camps, 
Auschwitz. Against all odds, both survived. But they had both 
lost most of their families, and they returned to find their town 
decimated. Luckily they met each other, and got married shortly 
thereafter. What happiness they might have found, however, 
was once again threatened when the shadow of Communism fell 
over Eastern Europe.

And so they left, travelling first to Vienna, then to the United 
States, eventually settling in Los Angeles. Although they didn’t 
speak a word of English when they arrived, their American 
community embraced them. They built a family (three 
daughters) and a business. As their lives grew in love and good 
fortune, they looked back to the time when they had nothing 
and decided to share their gratitude in the form of charitable 
activities, providing support to those in need.

Fast forward to 2017. In addition to their three daughters, Ted 
and Hedy now have eleven grandchildren, including Daniel, 
and eight great-grandchildren. Although Ted passed away three 
years ago, Hedy has continued their philanthropic ways. In fact, 
she recently provided her family with a unique opportunity: she 

“ would provide the funding for a major gift to an organization 
of their choice. The one condition: the family had to agree on 
which organization would benefit. For Jessie and Daniel it was 
obvious; they pitched Vista to their other family members. “We 
pitched it as a community for children who need support and 
love,” says Jessie, “Not just a Jewish community, but the entire, 
fully inclusive Vista community.”

As a result of Jessie and Daniel’s enthusiastic endorsement, 
Vista Del Mar’s Jewish Life program received a substantial 
gift to fund holiday events. Part of the donation also went to 
provide gift baskets of food to Vista kids whose homes are food 
insecure. The distribution of the gift was coordinated by Naomi 
Salamon and the Development Department.

On April 22, 2018 Vista held a special ceremony in honor of 
the gift given by Hedy’s extended family. Hedy was there, and 
she spoke about her experiences in the Holocaust and the life 
she and Ted had built. The occasion was marked by a special 
Torah with a custom cover design. Rabbi Jackie also praised the 
generous gift, saying, “What Hedy and the Orden family did for 
us is to allow their lives to be a blessing for our community. We 
are incredibly blessed and grateful.”

When Jessie learned that Vista was writing an article to honor 
them in this issue of The View, she responded in her typically 
modest manner: “I just want to make sure people know how 
much I appreciate Vista’s staff, especially Rabbi Jackie, who is 
incredible.”

Oh, and just in case you need a ribbon on top of this happy 
ending: Jessie and Daniel recently started building a family 
of their own. Their first child was born on November 26th, 
ensuring that Hedy’s legacy will continue.
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The 6th Annual Women of Excellence luncheon held on March 6th at the 
Beverly Wilshire Hotel honored women who had given several decades of 
service to Vista Del Mar each. The Visionary Award went to Jill Friedman and 
Carolyn Siegel (z”l). The Ruth Shuken Humanitarian Award went to Jeanne 
Gerson, Audrey Gronsky, Jean Leserman, Carol Mann, Pam Pacht, Gayle 
Rodgers and Freda Teller. The event was co-Chaired by the dynamic duo of 
Laurie Konheim and Laurie Harbert.  

1

2

3

4

5

1. Audrey Gronsky  2. Freda Teller  3. Gayle Rodgers  
4. Janis Black Warner, Doug Warner, Joan Ashton, 
Stanley Black 5. Laurie Harbert, Laurie Konheim  

Captions
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6-8. Vista Arts Enrichment Performers  9. Jill Friedman 
10. Carol Mann & husband Larry Mann  11. Jeanne Gerson  
12. Jean Leserman with grandson, Dan Leserman 13. Carolyn 
Siegel (z”l)  14. Pam Pacht
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15. Audrey Gronsky surrounded by family 16. Doug 
Friedman 17. Janis Black Warner, Millie Ring, 
Doug Warner 18. Freda Teller surrounded by her 
family 19. Gayle and Lee Rodgers with family & 
friends 20. Laurie Konheim, Betty Haagen, Autumn 
Konheim 21. Jill Friedman with family & friends 
22. Carolyn Siegel (z”l) (center) surrounded by 
family 23. Inez Gelfand & Jill Goldstein 24. Elias 
Lefferman
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If you would like to send a tribute or order stickers, contact Vista Del Mar’s development department at 

(310) 836-1223, ext. 226 or visit our website at vistadelmar.org.

TRIBUTES
What a wonderful way to express 

how much you care!

 Please check appropriate quantity (minimum order of 5 stickers) 

 □ 5 Stickers 
 

  $25.00 

 □ 25 Stickers 
 

$100.00 

 □ 50 Stickers 
 

$150.00 

 □ 100 Stickers  
$200.00 

 □  I am enclosing a check for the amount of 
$ 

 □  Please bill my credit card for the amount of $ 

 □ Visa 
□ Mastercard  

□ American Express 

   

  Account #  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Exp. Date 

 
  Name(s) 

 
  Address 

 
  City  

 
 

 
 

State  
 

Zip 

 
  Phone 

 
 

 
 

 
Fax 

 
  Email 

This self-adhesive sticker adds an extra measure of love to 

your cards and gifts a
ll year round.  It will also touch the 

recipient, letting them know that you made a donation to 

the children and families Vista Del Mar serves in their 

honor. 

 
To order, complete the form below and fax or mail it t

o 

the Vista Del Mar development office.  For more  

information or to order by phone, call (310) 836-1223, 

ext 226. 

Add more meaning to your 

Cards and Gifts w
hen you 

stick with Vista Del Mar.  

YES! 

I would like to 

Stick
 with 

VISTA DEL 

MAR 

 Order Form 

Vista Del Mar    3200 Motor Avenue     Los Angeles, CA  90034 

Phone (310) 836-1223     Fax  (310) 839-2820     www.vistadelmar.org 

Add more meaning to your own cards and 
gifts when you stick with Vista Del Mar. 

This self-adhesive sticker adds an extra measure of love 
to your cards and gifts all year round.

Tributes are a great way to say congratulations, thank you, happy 
birthday, happy Mother’s Day, celebrate holidays, send well wishes 
or condolences. Inherent in each tribute card sent is the knowledge 
that you made a donation benefitting the children and families 
served by Vista Del Mar. It will also touch the recipient, knowing 

that the gift was made in their honor. 
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The 3rd Annual Rocktober concert 
featuring legendary multi Grammy 
award winning singer Ann Wilson of the 
acclaimed group, Heart, performed her 
top hits to an energized Vista crowd at 
Avalon Hollywood on Saturday, October 
29th. The event was Co-Chaired by 
Susan Corwin, Marla Kantor and
Douglas Warner.

1. Ann Wilson 2. Vickie & David Affeld, 
Susan & Scott Corwin, Jeff & Jackie 
Dubin,  Steve & Nancy Mindel, Larry & 
Miriam Stein, 3. Orny Adams 
4. Mark & Katie Duplass, Leslie & Josh 
Levy, Dar & Lindsey Rollins, Marika & 
Andy Berman

1 2

4

3

Captions
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5 6

87

9

5. Janis Black Warner, Doug Warner, 
Beverly Cunningham, Shadow Stevens 
6. Marla Kantor, Susan Corwin, Doug 
Warner 7. Stacey Ramdhani, Michelle 
Gruber, Jane Boubelik 8. Don Roos, 
Dan Bucatinsky  9. Michael Kantor, 
Mimi Feldman, Irv Cooper, Marla 
Kantor
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10 11

12

13

14

15

10. Millie Ring & Irene Benevente 11. Ann Wilson 12. Jill & Doug Friedman 13. Marvin Caesar, Jill Black Zalben  14. Mathias & Liz 
Stofenmacher 15. Stanley Black & Lyn Konheim
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3200 Motor Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90034

High Holiday Services
Call for Dates & Times
(310) 836-1223

September 22, 2018
Fall Concert
Featuring Peter Cetera of Chicago

September 24, 2018
Broker Challenge

November 2018
Toy Drive

December 2018
Holiday Celebrations

Spring 2019
7th Annual Women of Excellence 
Luncheon

2019 
Friends of Vista Del Mar Event

facebook.com/
VistaDelMarServices

@VistaDelMarOrg

Visit our website:
vistadelmar.org

Calendar of Events
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